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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 


162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and 
herbs, all gathered from the mountains of Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by 
Rev. Father Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, 
whose books are in official use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favor- 
ably in cases of gout, skin diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, 
etc. It has a very beneficial effect especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. 
Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the Holy Father as an herbalist. Price of 
regular Lapidar $2.50 per box. Persons afflicted with high blood pressure, gout, or 
stomach troubles or weak heart and nerves or liver troubles, inquire for SPECIAL 
LAPIDAR mentioning nature of ailment. Price $2.85 per box. We also cannot highly 
enough recommend our table tea, Messenger of the Alps, to be used as a daily bever- 
age. Price: large box 95 cents, plus postage. 


Agents wanted Address: Lapidar Co., Chino, California 








Conception College and Academy 
Conception, Mi i 
A classical High School and College conducted by the 
Benedictine Fathers. Special attention given to young men of 
moderate means who wish to prepare for the holy Priesthood. 
For catalog apply to the Rev. Rector. 


Joseph B. Shaughnessy, Architect 
508 Reliance Bldg., Kansas City, Mo. 
Specializes in Ecclesiastical Art, School and Institutional Buildings. 


Besides being a splendid type of Catholic layman, Mr. Shaughnessy’s 
travels abroad and study of ecclesiastical art eminently fit him for 
church work. He is reasonable as to price, economical in dealing with 
contractors, and a master of detail. His work on our Convent buildings 
at Clyde, since the death of the esteemed Rev. P. Lukas, 0.S.B., gives 
us cause to recommend him highly. 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price, per year, $1.00 Canada, Ireland & England, $1.25 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 8, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 








Premiums for New Subscriptions 


to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 





FOR 5 NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS 


First Communion Set — consisting of: “Golden Links,” a neat 
prayer-book in white leather binding with gilt edge, colored picture 
on cover, or black leather with red edge; a rosary; hand-stitched Mt. 
Carmel scapular, and a remembrance ‘medal; all enclosed in an attractive 
box, so as to make a handsome gift for a First Communicant. (Black 
prayer-book ete. for boys; white for girls. Be sure to mention which 
you desire.) For SIX new subscriptions, the same set will be given, 
with prayer-book in white celluloid covers. This gives you an oppor- 
tunity to provide what is needed for your child’s First Holy Com- 
munion without cost. 


FOR 4 NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — a delightful prayer-book 
for children, suitable for First Communion. Black or white leather 
binding, red-under-gold edge. OR: — 

The Sacred Heart Library — seven inspiring booklets of devotions 
to the Sacred Heart. (See back cover.) 


FOR 3 NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — a delightful prayer-book 
for children, suitable for First Communion. Black, _— blue or 
rose durable cloth binding. OR: — 

Biography of Rev. Father Lukas Etlin, O.S.B.— in ‘attractive 
paper binding. A book which appeals to everyone. OR: — 

Oxidized Medallion, either of the Sacred Heart of Jesus or of the 
Blessed Virgin, mounted on plaque of genuine Algerian onyx, with 
easel to stand. Both will be given for SIX new subscriptions. OR: — 

A 6-inch Ivorite Statue either of the Sacred Heart, the Blessed 
Virgin or St. Anthony. 


FOR 2 NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Sacred Heart Shield of French gray metal, mounted in a neat 
folder. A favorite use for this shield is to fasten it on the door frame, 
to ask the Blessing of the Sacred Heart on all who enter or leave. 


FOR 1 NEW SUBSCRIPTION 


True Veneration of the Sacred Heart—an inspiring 64-page 
booklet which tells how to love and honor the Sacred Heart. OR: — 


Picture of the Sacred Heart for Enthronement — with Act of 
Consecration and space for signatures of the family. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





The Heart of Jesus, the City of Refuge 


O Lord Jesus Christ, inexhaustible fountain of love and of grace, I praise 
and thank Thee for the Wound of Thy most holy Side, received after Thy 
death; for then, O Saint of saints, was Thy right Side so deeply pierced by 
the soldier's spear that the point of the iron penetrated through Thy Breast 
even to the midst of Thy tender Heart, and from this large Wound began 
to flow for us the healing stream of Blood and water which fertilizes the 
earth and saves the world. O beneficent and wonderful shedding of Blood 
from the Side of Jesus, slumbering on the Cross in the sleep of death for 
the redemption of the human race! O most pure and sweet stream of water 
coming from our Savior’s Breast to wash away all our stains! 

—A Carthusian of Nuremberg. 
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A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation of 
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The Devotion of the Nine First Fridays 


The “Great Promise” 


OVERS of the Sacred Heart hold especially dear the 
first Friday of the month, because this day was set 
apart at our Lord’s own request as a day of love and 
reparation. In one of His apparitions to St. Margaret 
Mary Alacoque, Jesus said to His privileged con- 
fidante: Thou shalt communicate on the first Friday 
in every month, in reparation for the outrages which 
I receive in the Blessed Sacrament. To this pious practice He attached 
a promise of such marvelous graces that it is commonly called the 
Great Promise. It reads as follows: — 

I promise thee, in the excessive mercy of My Heart, that Its all- 
powerful love will grant to all those who communicate on nine 
consecutive first Fridays of the month, the grace of final repentance. 
They shall not die in My disfavor nor without receiving their sacra- 
ments; for My Divine Heart shall be their refuge in this last moment. 








XUA 
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This promise is threefold: First, that those who fulfill its condi- 
tions shall receive the grace of final perseverance; second, that they 
shall not die without receiving their sacraments; and third, that the 
Divine Heart will be their secure refuge in the hour of death. How 
great and consoling are these assurances on the part of the Sacred 
Heart! It is necessary, however, to understand this Promise in its 
true sense and to guard against all false interpretation. Let us there- 
fore briefly consider each of these three points. 

First Point - 

First, we are promised the grace of final repentance. This does 
not mean, however, that, having once completed the Nine Fridays, our 
name is indelibly written in the book of life and that our salvation 
is safe without the least risk or uncertainty. Our Lord does not say 
that those who have fulfilled the conditions demanded are assured of 
salvation regardless of what sort of life they may lead thereafter, or 
that they are dispensed from an attentive vigilance to avoid all sin, 
or from a courageous struggle to vanquish temptations and to fulfill 
all the commandments, or from assiduously employing all the means 
which belong to a true Christian life — especially prayer and penance. 
Rather, He promises that by performing the devotion of the Nine 
Fridays we shall receive special grace to persevere to the end, to be 
sorry for our sins, and to die with such sacraments as may be necessary 
in our last moments, always supposing that we do not abandon’ our 
general good purpose of living well and serving God faithfully. 

This promise, therefore, fills us with hope and devout assurance, 
but does not furnish grounds for recklessness and presumption. No 
man can say with absolute certainty that he will obtain the grace 
of final perseverance, unless this has been especially revealed to him. 
“A humble confidence that we are in the grace of God and that we 
shall be saved, is to be encouraged; but as regards the knowledge of 
our spiritual condition, it is only by certain reasonable inferences that 
we judge ourselves to be in the state of grace now; and as to the 
future, our final perseverance is never an assured fact known to us 
before hand.” Such is the infallible teaching of the Church, as de- 
fined by the Council of Trent. 

A word of warning may also be in place here. Some anxious 
souls who have frequently tried to complete the Nine Fridays but 
have never succeeded, allow themselves to be disturbed by the thought 
that this is a bad sign and that they will not obtain the grace of final 
perseverance. This is clearly superstitious, and is altogether foreign 
to the spirit in which our Lord’s most merciful words are to be received. 
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Second Point 


Those who fulfill the conditions are promised, secondly, that 
they shall not die in God's disfavor or without receiving their sacra- 
ments. The words “without receiving their sacraments” are merely 
explanatory of the absolute promise that “they shall not die in God’s 
disfavor.” Hence the last sacraments are guaranteed only in so far 
as they are necessary for not dying in God’s disfavor. Sudden death 
without the last sacraments may overtake those who made the Nine 
Fridays with the right intention, as long as they do not die in God's 
disgrace. As a reward for the honor and love which they have ren- 
dered to the Sacred Heart who have performed this devotion with a 
right intention, God will give them at the hour of death the graces of 
which they stand in need, though this does not necessarily include the 
sacraments of penance and extreme unction.* 

Third Point 

Thirdly, the Sacred Heart will be our secure refuge in the hour 
of death. When the shadows of death surround us and human aid 
can no longer avail, the Heart of Jesus will gratefully remember the 
sacrifices we have brought and the joy we have given It by our Com- 
munions of Reparation. The sacred Wound of the Side of our 
Savior will be for us a haven of peace, where we shall find a refuge 
from the assaults of the enemy of our salvation. “What happiness at 
the hour of death will those experience who during life have faithfully 
practiced a loving devotion to the Heart of Him who will hereafter 
be their Judge!” exclaims St. Margaret Mary. 

By these marvelous promises the Heart of Jesus intends solely 
to induce us to return Him love for love, in order that, fortified by 
this love, we may practice in their sublime perfection all the Christian 
virtues, even those which are the most difficult, and thus attain the 
everlasting reward which He has promised to those who love Him. 
He wishes to attract to Himself devout and loyal souls, inflamed with 
His love and with the desire of serving Him; and in return for this 
love and service, He wishes to give expression to His own love and 
bounty in the form of graces and blessings which will help them to 
attain heaven. 


Exterior Conditions of the Promise 


The specific condition laid down by our Lord for participation 
in the favors of this marvelous promise is the reception of Holy Com- 





* Interesting remarks on this point may be found in “The Eccle- 
siastical Review,’’ May, 1928. 
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munion on nine consecutive first Fridays. If, therefore, the succession 
of the first Fridays is interrupted for any reason whatsoever," they 
must be commenced over again. Moreover, this promise is restricted to 
the first Fridays, and does not, therefore, extend to the first Sunday of the 
month, although to offer a Communion of Reparation on the first 
Sunday is certainly a very commendable practice. Spurred on by the 
promise of protection at the hour of death and the firm hope of life 
eternal, many persons bring great sacrifices in order to comply with 
the above condition. A certain railroad employee, for instance, who 
had to work from Tuesday morning until Friday evening every week, 
received Holy Communion in the evening on nine consecutive first Fri- 
days. With heroic self-denial he labored all day without taking any 
food or drink so that he might be able to receive Holy Communion. 
Surely the making of the Nine Fridays in this spirit cannot but draw 
down abundant blessings and graces from the Sacred Heart. 

The question is sometimes advanced whether one may make the 
Nine Fridays only for the intention of obtaining final perseverance, or 
whether one may also ask for temporal favors. Without doubt the 
primary intention should be to obtain the grace of final repentance, 
since this purpose is at the root of the devotion. Yet one may certainly 
at the same time implore other graces and favors, whether of a spiritual 
or temporal nature, for the mercies of the Sacred Heart are boundless 
and He does not restrict them to the measure of our limited under- 
standing. We should, however, abandon ourselves wholly to His Di- 
vine good pleasure, believing that He will grant whatever may be 
most conducive to His glory and our salvation. 

We should not be content with making the Nine Fridays only 
once, but make them as frequently as possible during our lifetime, for 
our human frailty is such that we can never be certain whether we 
are in the proper dispositions to receive the fulness of the graces 
attached thereto. Some persons receive Holy Communion every first 
Friday, year after year, making their own the interests of the 
Sacred Heart, and forging, as it were, a golden chain by which to 
bind themselves inseparably to the Divine Heart for all eternity. . 





*There is no authoritative declaration as to whether the series is broken when 
Good Friday coincides with the first Friday of the month. On this subject we quote 
from ‘‘The Ecclesiastical Review,’’ April, 1928: ‘‘The promise made by our Lord to 
St. Margaret Mary was for Holy Communion on the first Friday of nine successive 
months. We have no other interpretation of our Lord’s meaning than these words, 
and they seem, in our opinion, to demand that the series should not be interrupted by 
any omission. Hence we believe that those who have not yet made (completed) the 
Nine Fridays ought to begin again. Some, however, have thought that, as it was 
impossible to receive on Good Friday, our Lord would not regard such omission as an 
interruption. We have no authority to render an absolutely final decision. Let us be 
generous and go every Friday that is possible.’’ 
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Blessed the Home wherein Jesus Reigns 





OCIETY’S weal or woe depends upon the family. The 
training received in the family remains with a man 
throughout his life. And should he have the misfor- 
tune of going astray, the thought of his youth, of his 
father and mother, his dear sisters and brothers, gives 
him no peace till at length he has returned again to 
the right way. Where the family life and the home 
training were deficient, however, there is little to 
induce a return to righteousness. Such persons, if 
unhappily they fall into bad company or unfavorable surroundings, 
are usually hopelessly lost. If parents but realized how much the 
temporal and eternal welfare of their children depends on them, how 
much more vigilant would they be! How much more zealously would 
they fulfill their holy obligations! 

The consecration of the family to the Sacred Heart is an effective 
means of filling its members with a truly Christian spirit. From its 
place on the wall the picture of the Sacred Heart ever looks down 
on them as a silent monitor. It observes their actions, as it were, 
listens to their conversations, silently urges them to a faithful fulfill- 
ing of their duties, cheers them in their dark hours and consoles 
them in their failings and spiritual defeats. The thought that they with 
the other members of the family belong to the Sacred Heart will 
also encourage them to afford joy to the Sacred Heart and to spare 
It every grief. A great and holy love will enter into their lives, a love 
which will urge them to avoid and prevent every sin and make them 
ready for whatever sacrifices God may require of them. 

What a spirit enters into families where the Sacred Heart is rightly 
honored, where Jesus is truly the King of hearts! There can be no 
willful transgression of the Divine commands, no toleration of bad 
company nor of indecent conversation; no one will be allowed to 
introduce bad books or periodicals; no one will seek his own interests 
regardless of others. There will be no flying into a rage, no haughty 
judging of others, no childish sensitiveness nor silly pouting, no odious 
revengefulness nor petty jealousies, no effeminate desire to shift the 
heaviest burdens onto others, no grumbling and complaining under 
crosses and suffering, no envious comparison with others who are in 
better circumstances, no gloomy ill-will towards God because the bad 
are seemingly more prosperous than they. 

In the home in which the spirit of the Sacred Heart reigns, there 
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is peace and concord. There the spirit of consideration and sacrificial 
love animates all the members of the family. The parents perform 
their duties faithfully and with a heroic spirit of sacrifice; the children 
submit humbly and willingly to the yoke of obedience. All work 
together in joy. and peace for the love of the Sacred Heart. They 
take pleasure in discussing religious topics, in speaking of the interests 
of our Faith and of our holy Church. They read good books, incite 
one another to do good and to practice a helpful and forgiving love of 
their neighbor, foster prayer and guard purity. 

The blessing of the Sacred Heart will not be withheld from such 
a family. The spirit of pure, innocent joy will enter into the home 
and the family will be a happy one, even in the midst of crosses and 
sufferings. For its members will be happy in the thought that the 
Heart of Jesus watches over them, protects and guides them, and 
has the family’s highest and holiest interests in view, even if It im- 
poses hardships and lets them taste the chalice of suffering. 

The children of such families will go through life courageously, 
bearing with them everywhere the spirit of the Sacred Heart and 
exercising a true apostolate by word and example. The storms of 
life may dash upon them with raging fury, for the devil will set his 
companions against them, but they will suffer no injury. And should 
they “walk in the midst of the shadow of death” (Ps. xxiii. 4), “upon 
asps and basilisks” (Ps. xc. 13), they will remain unharmed. For 
the spirit of the home and the spirit of the Sacred Heart will be at 
their side like a faithful guardian angel, upholding them lest they 
stumble and fall. (Ps. xc. 11, 12.) And should they stumble and 
even fall, they will quickly rise again, for the thought of the Savior 
and of their good family will allow them no rest till they have torn 
themselves away from the fetters of passion and sin. 

Would that many families would consecrate themselves whole- 
heartedly to the Sacred Heart and serve that Heart with loving fidelity! 
From this pious practice, as from a vigorous root, the sick world would 
spring anew and the fruits of piety would flourish where the noxious 
weeds of impiety now thrive. 


Sacred Heart Pictures Suitable for Enthronement 


Full figure, 16x 25in. 40¢. Bust: 14x18in. 30¢; 11x14in. 17¢ 
Sacred Heart, Pleading or Reigning (with Consecration) 8x12in. 10¢ 
Lover of Mankind, 17 x 24in. 50¢. With Consecration, 9xi14in. 15¢ 
8x12in. 10¢ 
Picture with Act of Consecration and space for names; 12x16in. 10¢ 
subjects: Sacred Heart Pleading, Reigning, or Lover of Mankind 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Lance that Pierced the 
Sacred Heart 





> MONG all the instruments of the sacred Passion which 
are cherished throughout the Christian world, there is 
none more venerable than the lance with which our 
Savior’s Heart was pierced on the Cross. How pre- 
cious is that spear which, like a dart of love, pene- 
trated the Sacred Side and caused to flow the sacred 
stream of Blood and water in which our souls find 
life and salvation. “Oh, happy spear!” exclaims Pope 
Innocent VI, “which has been found worthy to 
enrich us with so many graces, and to increase the glory of such a 
triumph.” Yes, happy indeed was that blessed lance, privileged to 
be buried deep in the Savior’s Heart and bathed in His Sacred Blood, 
and which by the visible wound it inflicted, showed us the invisible 
wound of love. 

During this Holy Year in commemoration of the Mysteries of our 
Redemption, when the holy relics of the Passion are an object of 
special veneration throughout Christendom, a short history of this 
sacred lance may be interesting to our readers. 


St. Longinus 

St. John the Evangelist, an eye-witness of our Savior’s death on 
the Cross, tells us in his Gospel: “One of the soldiers with a spear 
opened His Side, and immediately there came out Blood and Water” 
(xix. 34). According to some historians, the name of this soldier 
was Cassius, but after his conversion was changed to Longinus, which 
in the Greek language signifies “lance.” At sight of the wonders 
which took place after the death of our blessed Redeemer, as we read 
in the Gospel of St. Matthew, the centurion struck his breast and 
exclaimed: “Indeed this man was the Son of God!” He became a 
Christian, and some years afterward had the happiness to shed his 
blood for the Faith. 

At the time of his conversion at the foot of the Cross, Longinus 
took a sponge and absorbed some of the Precious Blood which had 
flowed from our Savior’s wounds, and this he ever afterward carried 
on his person as a most sacred memorial of Our Lord. When his 
body was discovered in 804, there was found with it a small case 
bearing the inscription: “This is true Blood from the Side of 
Christ.” This case contained, besides the sponge, a little earth, which 
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Longinus had doubtless gathered from the place of the Crucifixion. | 
The Roman martyrology honors St. Longinus on March 15th. H 


: = WES Recovery 
- => > +> i of the Lance 
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of St.  Peter’s ; 
Basilica in Rome 
is a remarkable 
statue, — a figure , 
almost life-sized, 
holding aloft the 
point of a lance. 
The beholder is 
curious to learn 
the signification 
of this image, 
since the bearer 
of the lance is 
not a warrior 
but a pope, and 
the tip of the 
lance is missing. 
This image is a 
representation of 
Pope Innocent 
VIII, holding in 
his hand the pre- Hl 
cious _— treasure 
which he is said 
to have brought 
to Rome — the 


sacred lance with 


‘‘Among the many mysteries of the Passion of our Lord, : . 
we ought especially to turn our eyes te the Wound made by which the Side of 











the spear in His sacred Side after His death, whence flowed OUFr Divine Sav- 6 
that blessed Water and Blood which formed our virgin Moth- ior was ierced 
er, the Church, His spotless Spouse.’’ — Pope Innocent VI. P 


on the Cross. The 
precious relic itself is preserved in one of the four giant pillars which 
support the cupola of St. Peter’s, enclosed in a richly wrought case of 
silver and gold. Just in front of the pillar, as if guarding the sacred 
treasure, is a colossal statue of St. Longinus, the Roman soldier who 
pierced the Sacred Heart with his lance. 
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This sacred relic was recovered through St. Helena, the mother 
of the first Christian emperor, Constantine the Great, along with other 
precious relics of the Passion which she acquired during her sojourn 
in Palestine. The holy Empress, convinced of the genuineness of the 
lance, saw to it that this sacred relic was accorded proper reverence 
and honor. It was enclosed in a splendidly wrought cross of wood 
and preserved in the Martyrium in Jerusalem, a church built by Con- 
stantine. Here, according to the testimony of Venerable Bede, it was 
still highly venerated in the 8th century. A century before this time, 
the Emperor Heraclius had the tip of the lance removed and taken 
to Constantinople. His successors, the Greek emperors, considered 
themselves fortunate to have such a remarkable relic within the walls 
of their city. Important oaths, treaties of peace and other weighty 
transactions were performed in the presence of this sacred relic, to 
make them more solemn and binding. Often, too, the tip of the 
lance was carried to sick persons, that its touch might effect a cure. 


Subsequent Disposition of the Lance 


Sometime after the eighth century, the remaining part of the 
lance was also removed from Jerusalem and transferred to Antioch. 
The reason for the transfer and the exact time of its occurrence are 
unknown. The city of Antioch was at that time Christian, but sub- 
sequently was overrun and conquered by the Turks. Later on, the 
holy lance was restored to the Christians by the intervention of Divine 
Providence. 

In 1095, a vast army of Christian warriors, consisting of clergy, 
knights and laymen, organized the first Crusade and pledged themselves 
by vow to depart for the Holy Land for the purpose of rescuing the 
holy places from the hands of the infidels. Their battle cry was: 
“God wills it!” By force of arms and at the cost of great blood-shed, 
the zealous Crusaders entered the city of Antioch on June 3, 1098. 
But behold, a few days later an immense army of Turks appeared below 
the battlements and besieged the city. The Christians suffered untold 
hardships through hunger and sickness, and it seemed as if they were 
to be destroyed, together with their hope of gaining Jerusalem. But 
at length the merciful hand of Providence intervened, using as its 
instrument the holy lance. 

Raymond of St. Gilles, who was in command of one of the four 
armies of which this first Crusade was composed, relates that Peter 
Bartholomew, a modest and unassuming priest who had joined the 
Crusade, had a vision of St. Andrew. The apostle conducted him in 
spirit to St. Peter’s Church in Antioch and revealed to him the place 
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where the sacred lance had been buried, commanding at the same time 
that it should be unearthed by the leaders of the Christians. The 


f 


The holy Lance as 
preserved in Rome. 
This drawing is about 
one-third actual size. 





priest, however, hesitated through fear and 
humility, and it was not until the apostle had 
appeared to him four times and threatened to 
report him to the two men at the head of the 
crusade that the priest made known this revela- 
tion. Count Raymond at once believed in the 
vision, but Bishop Adhemar of Monteil, a wise 
and reserved man, who by order of the pope 
presided over the crusade, was slow to take 
action in the matter. 

After some days, when the necessary prep- 
arations had been made, a deputation of twelve 
men, including the Bishop of Orange and Count 
Raymond of St. Gilles, went to the church of 
St. Peter and began to dig in the place desig- 
nated by the Reverend Peter Bartholomew. 
After laboring from morning till evening, they 
began to entertain doubts of finding the lance. 
Others were called.in to take the places of those 
who were exhausted, and continued the work of 
excavating. At length, seeing that his compan- 
ions were growing weary and discouraged, 
Father Peter Bartholomew removed his outer 
garment and his shoes and descended into the 
pit. Prayer was offered that God might deign 
to restore the sacred lance, for the assistance 
and victory of His people, and lo, by the grace 
of His Divine mercy it was finally discovered. 
As soon as the iron became visible, it was kissed 
with reverent joy and the people of the city 
were filled with jubilation at its recovery. This 
occurred on the 14th of June, 1098. 2 

A few days after the finding of the lance, 
the Christian army gained an incredible victory 
over the Turks. Bishop Adhemar, who at first 
had placed little faith in the vision of Father 
Peter Bartholomew, now ordered that the holy 
lance receive public veneration. Trusting in 


the miraculous power of this heaven-sent treasure, the Christians now 
prepared for a final attack on the Turks to free the city from their 
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power. Fourteen days were spent in preparation, during which time, 
by prayer and penance, the people implored the Divine assistance 
in this hazardous undertaking. The day set for the battle was 
the vigil of the feast of SS. Peter and Paul. In this church, as 
well as in the other churches of Antioch, Holy Communion was dis- 
tributed to the crusaders, that they might be strengthened by the 
Bread of Life, of which they were doubly in need in the face of death. 
They then made ready for battle. But what a pitiable spectacle! The 
Christian army, small in number, with only three hundred horses and 
these lean and emaciated, dwindled away before the weapons of the 
enemy. But they carried with them the holy lance and in this they 
placed their trust. 

Arrogant, and stricken with spiritual blindness, the Turkish gen- 
eral at first regarded the Christian warriors with contempt. He acted 
as though he did not even consider it worth while to offer. resistance. 
However, he and his men soon experienced the strength of this God- 
trusting army. The Christians pressed onward and with brandished 
arms repulsed all who came in their way. The Turkish forces were 
seized with terror, and when they fled in retreat, the Christian warriors 
fell upon them all the more furiously. It was not long before the 
Christians conquered and remained lords of the Turkish camps with 
all their precious treasures. The happy victors ascribed their success 
solely to the presence of the sacred lance and gave thanks to God for 
His extraordinary assistance. At the end of the battle, Bishop Adhemar, 
complying with the desires of all, carried the holy treasure over the 
whole battlefield as an act of gratitude to God and to incite all to a 


veneration of the holy relic which had been found in so wonderful 
4 manner. (To be continued) 


\ 


To Honor the Love-glowing Eucharistic Heart of Jesus 


The Heart of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is wholly inflamed with love 
for us, and penetrated with the desire to communicate to us the treasures which 
It contains. But alas! by our coldness and indifference we render ourselves 
unworthy of these Divine gifts and incapable of receiving them. Do you not, 
dear reader, wish to venerate the Sacred Heart in a special manner during the 
month of June, and particularly during the Novena in preparation for the 
Feast of the Sacred Heart? (See page 60.) By offering a candle as an act of 
love and reparation you will make yourself the more worthy to obtain the 
special graces which you are asking of the Sacred Heart. 

For an offering of 50 cents, a large wax candle will be burned according 
fo your intention for a day and a night in our Adoration Sanctuary; for $3.50, 
one week; and for $12.00, an entire month. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Divine Heart, the Safeguard of 
Youth’s Greatest Treasure 
WZ 
= yj 








OW precious is the treasure of holy purity, the virtue 
which makes human beings like to angels on earth! 
It is not riches or noble ancestry, physical beauty or 
earthly fame, but purity of life, which constitutes the 
glory of youth. Holy Scripture is unwearied in its 
praise of holy purity. What fervent enthusiasm, for 
example, do not the well known words of the Book 
of Wisdom breathe: “Oh, how beautiful is the chaste 
generation with glory: for the memory thereof is immortal: because 
it is known both with God and with men. When it is present, they 
imitate it: and they desire it when it hath withdrawn itself, and it 
triumpheth, crowned forever, winning the reward of undefiled con- 
flicts” (Wis. iv. 1, 2). 

Ah, yes, what incomparable beauty there is in innocence ! How 
far it sheds its influence! How it charms and captivates the eye even 
of the worldly-minded! A pure youth is admired by all, even by 
those who are too faint-hearted to follow the luminous path he treads. 
He is an example to all, an inspiration to all, and in the hereafter, 
what a reward awaits him! Even the atheist Voltaire said: “There 
is nothing more beautiful on earth than a chaste youth.” However, 
this beautiful virtue has an insidious enemy, against which it must 
be constantly on its guard. 


Sg 


The Greatest Enemy of Youth 


All too soon is the resplendent beauty of innocence destroyed 
by the greatest and most formidable enemy of youth,— impurity. This 
secret, silent sin disgraces and ruins innumerable youths in body and 
soul. No sin is so disgraceful, so dreadful in its consequences, as this 
sin. The destruction it creates is so great, especially among young 
persons of student age, that even men of the world have raised their 
warning voice against it. Especially in our own time, moral degrada- 
tion is so widespread that only by a most faithful co-operation with 
grace can one preserve his purity unstained. Of the many evils which 
confront us, there is none more degrading to the youth of our land 
than the immoral and suggestive motion picture. Boys and girls with 
characters yet unformed, the flower of our country, are among the 
principal patronizers of these performances, and the harm which they 
suffer thereby is immeasurable. Catholics ought therefore to rejoice 
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at the nation-wide action which is being taken by our Catholic hier- 
archy to combat this evil and co-operate whole-heartedly by refraining 
from patronizing theatres where immoral pictures or plays are ex- 
hibited, and especially by restraining the young from attending such 
performances. 

For the preservation of holy purity, too much stress cannot be 
laid on the necessity of avoiding all occasions which may endanger 
this delicate virtue, for, as Holy Scripture says, “He that loveth danger 
shall perish in it” (Ecclus. iii. 27). Immodest dress, obscene books 
and periodicals, indecent pictures, depraved companions, vile and 
suggestive jokes, lewd dances, cabarets, public bathing beaches, — 
these are but a few of the many dangers which seek to allure our 
young people from the path of virtue and make it necessary for them 
to keep a constant guard over eyes and ears and mind and heart in 
order to escape the pitfalls of the enemy. 

St. Thomas says that the devil rejoices when a youth falls into 
sins of impurity because he hardly succeeds in being freed from this 
vice again. Like a serpent Satan winds around his victim. Oh, to 
what depths does this vice lead, which degrades man to the level of 
beasts, weakens his will and makes him the slave of his lowest pas- 
sions, a burden to himself, an object of horror and a cause of downfall 
to others. Unnumbered times there follow despair, suicide, and finally, 
the eternal abyss. This sin is one of the most grave, and more than 
any other has peopled hell with souls. A saint has said that of a 
hundred souls who are languishing in hell, ninety-nine are damned 
on account of this sin and the hundredth one has not been entirely 
free from it. 

On account of this sin the words of Holy Scripture may be applied 
to our days: “The earth is infected by the inhabitants thereof. The 
moon shall blush and the sun shall be ashamed” (Is. xxiv. 5, 23). 


The Ruin of Vocations 


By the sins of their youth, by lasting evil habits, by immoral, 
although not outwardly noticeable, depravity, innumerable young men 
and women have rendered themselves unfit for the noble calling which 
God would have given them had they not made themselves unworthy 
of it. Could God, for instance, throw the royal mantle of the priest- 
hood about the shoulders of such a youth? Could He to such hands 
entrust the keys of the kingdom of heaven or permit them to handle 
the immaculate Body of His only-begotten Son? Oh, how many have 
lost their vocation to the priesthood by sinking into impurity! How 
often it happens that a youth begins to study for the holy priesthood; 
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for a time all seems well. But now he goes to the higher schools, 
comes into contact with depraved students, is led astray, sinks deeper 
and deeper, and at last abandons his calling, for he has lost his 
innocence and with it many graces. 

Similar it is with many a young girl. Once the blush of inno- 
cence mantled her cheeks, but companionship with boys and girls who 
have lost the precious treasure of purity now leads her to tolerate 
immodest speech and actions; gradually she sinks to their level and 
the fair lily of virginity which should have bloomed in God’s garden 
lies bruised and faded in the mire. 

Holy purity is indispensably necessary for youths and maidens, 
no matter what state of life they may choose. It seems as if hell in 
our days aims especially at the young, to murder them in soul and 
body by secret sins. Youth encounters many a temptation from within, 
it is true, and also from the corrupted world, but very often the most 
dangerous temptations come from hell, for the apostle says: “The 
devil, as a roaring lion, goeth about seeking whom he may devour” 
(1 Peter v. 8). Day and night the devil sneaks about, seeking to 
tear down the temple of God by the hellish spark of temptations 
against purity. For this reason, young persons must employ every 
possible weapon against this dreadful enemy. One of the most effective 
weapons is devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 


The Sacred Heart, a Secure Refuge 


The Holy Ghost always prepares in His Church the specific remedy 
to heal the evil of the times. The great means He has prepared for 
our days is devotion to the Sacred Heart. Incessantly Holy Church 
urges her children to honor this Heart and to take refuge to It in all 
their necessities. The Divine Heart of Jesus is the great sign of grace 
for our times. It sends Its saving, life-giving rays over the entire earth. 

Very touching are the promises our Lord has made to those who 
venerate His Heart. How consoling, for instance, is the promise: 
“Proclaim it and let it be proclaimed to the whole world that J shall 
set no measure to My gifts of grace for those who seek them in My 
Divine Heart.” This Heart is the source of all conceivable means of 
salvation. No grace is so great that we cannot receive it from this 
Heart. Fallen souls especially find in this Heart the grace of true 
conversion. Our Lord said to His confidante, St. Margaret Mary 
Alacoque, that He had made known this devotion “to destroy the king- 
dom of Satan, to give back life to unnumbered souls, to deliver them 
from the ways of destruction, and to free them from the clutches of 
Satan in which they are held captive.” 
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The Good Shepherd is always ready to take away the burden of 
our guilt, no matter how heavy or how great it may be. He gives 
floods of grace to sinners who come to Him with confidence and 
humility. It has often been experienced that souls who for years were 
unable to overcome a temptation were entirely changed through de- 
votion to the Sacred Heart. The Sacred Heart is a fortress wherein 
poor sinners may take refuge from the arrows of Divine Justice and 
from the rage of hell. We sometimes find people who in their gen- 
erosity heap the greatest benefits upon those from whom they have 
suffered the greatest wrongs. Though this generosity is rare among 
men, it is a peculiar trait of the Sacred Heart, for this Heart triumphs 
over all iniquity, draws back from the abyss the sinner who is laden 
with the gravest sins, leads him to penance and sometimes even to 
great sanctity. Our Savior’s joy over the conversion of a sinner is 
so great that, as He revealed to Blessed Angela of Foligno, He often 
gives to penitent sinners graces which He does not give to the innocent. 

In a special way, the Divine Heart of Jesus is a refuge in temp- 
tations against holy purity. How many young persons would rise from 
their fall, how many would be freed from vile temptations, if they 
took refuge to the Sacred Heart of Jesus! Therefore, O youthful 
son and daughter, engrave deeply in your hearts the words of our 
Savior to St. Gertrude: “If anyone feels himself assaulted by a tempta- 
tion and with firm confidence flies to my protection he belongs to 
those of whom I can say: “Thou art My dove, chosen among thousands; 
by one look of thy eyes thou hast wounded My Heart.’ And this is 
so true that if I were unable to help him I should experience such 
disconsolation in My Heart that all the bliss of heaven could not 
assuage it.” 

For years, a certain young man could not conquer temptations 
against chastity, so that he was almost driven to despair. He learned 
of devotion to the Sacred Heart and of the many blessings derived 
therefrom. This inspired him with courage and confidence. He began 
to worship and invoke the Sacred Heart and was entirely delivered 
from this temptation. Oh, that all young men and women would 
follow this example! In the Heart of Jesus they would surely find 
the weapons against their greatest enemy. 


The Key to the Sacred Heart 


St. Margaret Mary says: “The Sacred Heart of Jesus is the 
treasury of all graces, and confidence is the key thereto. To St. Ger- 
trude our Lord once said: “The firm confidence that anyone places in 
Me by believing that I have truly the power and the will to stand 
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faithfully by him in all things, wounds My Heart and does so great 
violence to My loving kindness, that I cannot possibly abandon such 
a person or withdraw from him.” Thereupon St. Gertrude replied: 
“If this confidence is such a great good and no one can acquire it 
without Thy help, O Lord, what shall he do who does not possess it?” 
Jesus answered: “It has been placed in the power of everyone to con- 
quer distrust by the words of Holy Scripture and to say with holy 
Job, if not from the fulness of the heart, at least with the lips: ‘The 
Lord will save: although He should kill me, I will trust in Him’” 
(Job. xiii. 15). Especially ought we frequently to repeat the 
ejaculation: “Sacred Heart of Jesus, I trust in Thee!” (300 days 
indulgence every time.) Many striking answers to prayer are attributed 
to this short invocation. 

It is also well to make novenas to the Sacred Heart, through 
which innumerable graces for soul and body are obtained. Works 
of charity for the living and the departed are likewise very efficacious. 


Holy Communion Helps to Preserve Purity 


The frequent reception of Holy Communion is a most efficacious 
remedy against impurity. This is taught in Holy Scripture, testified 
by the Fathers of the Church and proved by experience. Directors 
of souls are unanimous in declaring that those who often receive Holy 
Communion rarely if ever commit a mortal sin. The reason why so 
many young people lose their innocence is that they do not approach 
Holy Communion frequently. On the other hand, how many, in spite 
of the great temptations and dangers surrounding them, have remained 
pure through the frequent reception of Holy Communion. A young 
girl who attended a coeducational school and who was thrown with 
questionable and bad companions, afterwards affirmed that it was her 
First Friday Holy Communions (daily Holy Communion was not then 
prevalent as now) which helped her to preserve her purity intact and 
also to remain faithful to a call to the religious life. How much more 
ought young persons in our days, who are privileged to receive Holy 
Communion daily, to draw strength and grace from this Fountain of 
Purity! : 

Frequent Communion is likewise a heavenly remedy for those who 
have fallen victim to the greatest enemy of youth. St. Philip Neri 
cured a student of this evil by giving him Holy Communion for 
thirteen successive days after the student had confessed to him his 
repeated falls. 

The Blessed Sacrament is the greatest miracle of the love of the 
Sacred Heart. The youth or maiden who has a great love for this 
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Sacrament will not succumb to any dishonorable love. The innumer- 
able lily-white souls who are the adornment and splendor of Holy 
Church are a fruit of this admirable Sacrament. The Blessed Sacra- 
ment is the fountain of all graces and the root of all sanctity. What 
the sun is in the heavens, the waters in the bosom of the earth, the 
heart in the breast, that the Blessed Sacrament is to the world. With- 
out the sun, nature would become torpid; without moisture, the fields 
would become parched; and without the heart, the body would die. 
Without this Sacrament, faith would be extinguished, hope would die 
and love grow cold. Without this holy Sacrament there can be no 
true virtue. 

Oh, that all young people would have a great devotion to the Di- 
vine Heart of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and as often as possible 
receive the Bread of Angels, which is their surest safeguard against 
the greatest enemy of youth. 





The Source of a Mother’s Strength 





HERE is a beautiful tranquillity in the quiet recognition 
of good Christians that God is the Sovereign Lord of 
all things. How wonderfully this thought of God covers 
in their mind all the relations of life! There is a 
touching simplicity in the way in which, with perfect 
naturalness, without any drawback or reservation, with- 
out insincerity, yet without loud profession, they wish 
to know the will of God. So imbued are they with the 

thought that God can do whatever He wills that it has become a 
second nature to them. The blessed will of God follows them every- 
where. It enters into their choice of a state of life; it rules supreme 
over the disposal of their children. Not only do they fulfill cheerfully 
what God has commanded, but strive, as if instinctively, to do always 
what will please God best. 

This Christian fear of God, this loving submission to His Divine 
will — what is it but a fruit of frequent Holy Communion, of a 
frequent partaking of the “Bread of the strong,” by which human 
nature is fortified and ennobled and animated with supernatural life? 
By frequent union with the Divine Heart of Jesus in this holy sacra- 
ment, the human heart is transformed. Weakness gives way to strength, 
irresolution to fortitude, and selfishness yields to generosity. 

Such was the strength of sublime resignation with which a mother 
recently gave back to God one of her five little ones — a four-year-old 
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twin. Snatched from her play, the child was stricken with an acute 
infection which definitely marked her for death. Medical science was 
helpless. Ah, how often is the skill of the learned baffled when it 
comes in contact with life, which is God’s! So swift was the course 
of the inevitable in this case that the parents had scarcely realized 
that their child was really ill, when they recognized also the supreme 
sacrifice which was about to be demanded of them by the Divine will. 

In mute bewilderment they faced each other. Even a stranger 
could not but see the deep, reverent affection in which this father and 
mother lived and enjoyed their children. It was a touching picture — 
a group perfect and complete, about to be broken. One of the child’s 
playthings was on the window sill; on a chest of drawers, a doll; her 
jacket, the mate of another, still hanging for tomorrow’s call to the 
outdoors... Had hope blinded their eyes so that they saw nothing 
beyond the present moment — “while there is life”? 


Sustained by the “Bread of the Strong” 

It is God’s own ordinance that the husband shall be the stronger 
of the two; that upon the mother shall fall the greater sorrow in the 
yielding of her child—a portion of her own being, the life which 
came forth from her own-—to the cold embrace of death. Surely, 
distinct and peculiar from every other grief, every other renunciation, 
is that of the mother who gives the babe in her arms unto the Lord. 

From the father’s anguished heart escaped a groan, “— anything, 
anything but this!” How would the mother bear the first open revela- 
tion of impending loss? One might expect her to turn to masculine 
strength with a dumb, piteous, desperate, unspoken plea — “Help me! 
my sorrow is more than I can bear!” But dignity and sanctity and 
a great, holy valor were in this mother. Her source of strength was 
the Bread of Life which long had been her daily sustenance. Again 
and again she kissed the small hand, the little face, hot with the rush 
of fevered shallow breathing. She looked at yesterday’s happiness, 
melting like snow beneath the sun’s rays, at the abysmal grief waiting 
to engulf her, and from thence straight up into the Face of God. “O 
Sacred Heart of Jesus,” her lips cried out, “she is Yours; take her 
if You want her!” 

While fortitude upheld the mother’s supreme submission to the 
will of God, the Father of mercies seemed silent to their pleadings, 
and the precious life swiftly ebbed away. Only once or twice came 
a wistful absent look from beneath the brown curls, damp and heavy 
on the pillow, as if the child were listening partly to earth and partly 
to where we cannot hear — as if through the wide open orbs the soul 
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were straining at sights wonderful and new, sights into which the 
little eyes were clear-seeing and ours blank and blind. 

From behind, the candle light fell softly down. The nurse 
smoothed the pillow, tried again to find the feeble pulse. There were 
no prayers for the dying, — “there is no sting in death but sin.” A 
sacred silence hushed all lips in the presence of the pure white robe 
of innocence, in abeyance before the court of last appeal. It was 
indescribably touching. Then a feeble fluttering of life near spent, 
a reaching out of a baby hand in recognition of a prayerful mother, 
a rational parting message, “Mama, me first” — in captivating un- 
tutored English — “first” of their little ones to enter heaven... and 
Joan was with the angels, forever to follow the spotless Lamb. 

After they had laid her away and the great flare of grief had 
somewhat subsided, the father remarked, “I sometimes wondered why 
tears were shed at weddings; now I know...Nor would I have her 
back.” No earthly power could bring such resignation, could assuage 
a grief which, humanly speaking, was tragic. It was the fortitude in 
the soul by his side, the faith that tribulation itself is to the simple- 
hearted but the disguised messenger of good; a balm to grieved hearts, 
not trying to deceive them into believing that pain is not pain, but 
showing them how and giving them strength to bear it. Oh, the 
beneficence of God! It lifts us up and heals our wounds and with a 
courage born of confidence, sends us once more on our way. 

* * * 

If all wedding days were the beginning of daily Holy Communion 
for motherhood, it were not hard to imagine lifting the corner of a 
veil from a world evolved from vice, a world richer in grace and 
heavenly contemplation, and reassurance in the face of death. The Holy 
Eucharist! — a shelter from the heat of our earthly exile, a tree whose 
wood sweetens the bitter waters which are our portion, a river into 
the Promised Land, a star which guides us to the journey’s end, a 
talisman which opens to us the gates of Paradise. O Sacrament of 
Fair Love! O Precious Gift of Holy Mother Church! Eternal grati- 
tude! Amen. 





Do you wish to observe the First Fridays in the proper manner? 
Turn to the SPIRIT OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. This is a neat devo- 
tional book, containing a meditation for each of the First Fridays of 
the year, besides specially appealing devotions to the Sacred Heart, and 
the features of an ordinary prayer-book. Single copy, red edge, 50¢; 
gilt edge, 70¢. Stamps accepted. 

Address: Rev. I. Schoenherr, O.F.M. Franciscan Monastery, 

135 West 31st Street, New York City, N. Y. 








Remembrance of 
Mary Immaculate 


a 


HE 8th of December, 

1934, will mark the 80th 
anniversary of the declaration 
of the dogma of the Immacu- 
late Conception. As it was 
during the month of May, 
under the protection of our 
Immaculate Queen, that we 
commenced the publication of 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory,” 
it seemed appropriate to offer 
to our subscribers during this 
year, as a token of apprecia- 
tion for the renewal of their 
subscriptions, some remem- 
brance in honor of the Blessed 
Virgin. After considerable 
difficulty we were able to ar- 
range for a beautiful picture 
of Von Oer’s artistic and de- 
votion-inspiring “Immaculate 
Conception,” as shown oppo- 
site, except a little larger 
and in attractive colors, with 
an Act of Consecration to 
4 the Blessed Virgin Mary on 








the back. We feel confident 
each subscriber will be de- 
lighted to receive one of these beautiful pictures in acknowledgment of the 
renewal of ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,” paid one year in advance. 





For Love of the Sacred Heart 


The trying times through which we have been passing for the last few 
years have reduced our subscription list considerably, and we would be exceed- 
ingly grateful if our dear readers would assist us to gain new subscribers. 
Will you not speak a few words of recommendation to your friends and 
acquaintances in favor of our Eucharistic magazine? Tell them how much 
consolation you have derived from its pages in sickness or trials; how much 
it has helped you in the practice of your religion; how it has inspired you with 
greater love for the Blessed Sacrament; and surely they, too, will wish to 
benefit by its monthly visits. This would be a pleasing way of honoring the 
Sacred Heart during the month of June, for by helping to spread this Eucharis- 
tic messenger you will help to make Jesus better known and loved. For love 
of the Sacred Heart, will you not try to obtain at least one new subscription 
this month? Your efforts will be deeply appreciated by: 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Poor Souls Aid Their Benefactors 


have obtained relief from their sufferings through 
our prayers and good works. When these souls, 
through our endeavors, are admitted to the vision 
of God, they do not cease to show their warm 
gratitude and love for us by imploring for us the 
help we so much require in our manifold needs and 
trials. Nor do these suffering souls wait until they enter heaven to 
practice their gratitude and solicitude toward their benefactors. Whilst 
they still languish in purgatory they pray without intermission for 
our welfare of soul and body, obtain for us recovery from disease, 
assistance in poverty, help in necessities, counsel and protection on 
journeys and in danger, preservation and increase of temporal goods, 
and countless other favors. 


A Small Alms Bountifully Rewarded 


A woman in great need, whose husband had been cast into prison 
because of his inability to pay his debts, appealed to a very wealthy 
man who was famous for his charity to the poor. She presented to 
him a carefully written petition, confident of a generous donation, but 
contrary to her expectations, received but a small pittance. Prostrated 
by this disappointment, she went to a church to beseech God, the true 
Father of the poor, to help her in her great distress. Whilst there 
pouring out her heart before the Lord amid prayers and tears, she 
remembered that the poor souls render great help to their benefactors. 
She felt great confidence in them, and taking what little money she had 
left, gave it as a stipend to have a Holy Mass said for them. 

As she was leaving the church after the Mass was ended, she met 
a venerable old man who in friendly tones asked the cause of her 
distress. She related her misfortunes, and he then gave her a letter 
telling her to take it to a certain nobleman in the city, who would 
assuredly help her. The nobleman evinced great surprise when the 
letter was presented to him, recognizing on the envelope the hand- 
writing of his deceased father. He asked the woman who had given 
her the letter and she explained the circumstances under which it had 
been received. Just then she noticed on the wall the portrait of an 
elderly man and remarked that the gentleman who had given her the 
letter was very similar in appearance, except that the expression of his 
countenance was more serene and joyous. 
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The nobleman then opened the letter, which read as follows: “My 
son, I now ascend from purgatory to heaven by means of a Holy Mass 
which this poor woman has had celebrated. I recommend her to you; 
be grateful and reward her generously, for she is very much in need.” 
The man read these affecting lines repeatedly, amid streaming tears 
and great heavenly consolation. Then, turning to the woman, he said: 
“My good madam, as you have conferred so great a favor on my 
father with so little an alms, I shall now with a far more abundant 
alms secure your happiness. I assure you that you and yours shall 
never again be in want.” 





‘The Convert of the Eucharist’’ 





N, on, the young man walked that November after- 
noon in 1848. On, past the gay Parisian opera 
houses wherein his own musical genius had but 
shortly before drawn forth thundering applause; on, 
past the Louvre, that world-famed palace of art and 
beauty; for our pedestrian had now attuned his ears 
to heavenly melodies, his heart was yearning for 
the Eternal Beauty. All that his heart desired he found as he crossed 
the threshold of the Carmelite church, where Jesus, the King of Glory, 
was exposed on the altar. Here the young man knelt, lost in adoration 
before the Sacrament of Love. The fervor of his heart seemed to 
animate his whole being. His reverent attitude, the ardor of his glance 
riveted on the Sacred Host, could not fail to attract the notice of the 
other worshipers, the more so because his features bore the unmistak- 
able stamp of a race almost entirely alien to the Catholic Faith. 

This young man was none other than Herman Augustine Cohen, 
the celebrated pupil of Liszt, great pianist and inspired artist, the 
convert from Judaism by the power of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
Herman Augustine was born in Hamburg, Germany, on November 10, 
1821. He was gifted with a peculiar talent for music, which his 
mother encouraged him to cultivate diligently. The youth made great 
progress, both in Frankfort and in Paris, whither he went in 1834. 
In Paris he perfected himself under the celebrated Liszt, whose com- 
panion and intimate friend he became. 

Alas! in Paris young Herman also gave free rein to his evil 
inclinations. But God had designs on him which he did not suspect. 
Like another Paul, he was soon to find himself arrested by Divine 
grace on the broad highway of the world. The hour was very near. 
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In the Church of St. Valeria in Paris, the Mass of the Blessed Virgin 
was always celebrated with great solemnity, and to that end, various 
companies of musicians were formed, to execute in honor of Mary the 
finest pieces that could be procured. One Friday in May, 1847, 
Prince de la Moskowa, who conducted a choir in this church, asked 
Herman to kindly act as his substitute that afternoon. Herman, hav- 
ing gone to direct the choruses in the church while Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament was being given, was suddenly moved by a Divine 
impulse, and forced, in spite of himself, to bow down. On the follow- 
ing Friday he had the same experience, and was suddenly animated 
with the determination to renounce Judaism and become a Catholic. 
Not many days afterwards, hearing the bell of St. Valeria ringing, he 
went to the church and assisted at three Holy Masses successively, with 
the greatest attention and devotion. On his return home, he felt 
drawn, by some invisible power, to return to the church. After 
assisting at Benediction, he arose from his knees, filled with a most 
sweet consolation. He received baptism on the feast of St. Augustine, 
August 28, 1847, with sentiments of. greatest piety. 


Organization of Nocturnal Adoration Society 


Today, a little more than a year after his remarkable conversion, 
the “Convert of the Eucharist,” as he loved to call himself, kneels 
rapt in contemplation before the Adorable Mystery of the Altar. 
Benediction has been given, and the Sacred Host replaced in the 
tabernacle. But Herman Augustine kneels on, oblivious to all around 
him. 

Night draws on. An extern Sister gives the signal for the faithful 
to leave the chapel, previous to the locking of the doors. The young 
man arises, but as he nears the portal, he sees two other worshipers 
still kneeling in the rear pews. Addressing the Sister, he whispers: “I 
shall leave at the same time as those ladies who are kneeling there.” 

“Permit me to explain,” rejoined the Sister, “that those ladies are 
allowed to remain here until morning.” 

This was too much for the ardent soul of Herman Augustine 
Cohen! Leaving the church, he hastened at once to Msgr. de la 
Bouillerie, Vicar General of Paris, and with a fervor born of zeal ex- 
claimed: “Monseigneur, I have just been turned out of a chapel where 
women are allowed to watch before the Most Blessed Sacament all 
night!” “Find some men,” replied M. de la Bouillerie, “and I give 
you permission to imitate these pious women whose holy office inspires 
you with envy.” 

Without loss of time, Herman set himself to work to find amongst 
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his Catholic friends some generous hearted enough to help him found 
a confraternity. By the 22d of November he had gathered nineteen 
members, and M. de la Bouillerie presided over, blessed and inaugurated 
the new Association. Thus, in the little sitting-room of the newly 
converted musician sprang into existence the Association of Nocturnal 
Adoration, which is now spread over more than fifty dioceses in France, 
flourishes to an almost equal extent in Spain, Germany and Belgium, 
and though of comparatively recent origin, is progressing also in the 
United States. 
The Apostle of the Eucharist 

Two years afterwards, the “Convert of the Eucharist” exchanged 
the brilliant concert room for the solitude of a cell in Carmel. He 
was ordained priest and traversed Europe as an eloquent and saintly 
preacher. Plans for the continual spread of the Association of Noc- 
turnal Adoration were never absent from Father Augustine’s mind. 
Like a beautiful, haunting melody, his love of the Blessed Sacrament 
accompanied him wheresoever he went. It became the harmonic under- 
tone of his life. It formed the keynote of his sermons and discourses. 
The full diapason of his glowing love vibrated in his impassioned 
addresses, and found echoes in the hearts of his hearers. Consequently 
he had the satisfaction of seeing the Association of Nocturnal Adora- 
tion firmly established in every town which he visited and where he 
made a point of preaching on this incomparably beautiful devotion. 

It is impossible to convey any adequate idea of Father Augustine’s 
great love for the Holy Eucharist. His zeal and devotion won him 
the titles of “Apostle of the Eucharist” and “Angel of the Tabernacle.” 
“I know only one more beautiful day than that of one’s First Com- 
munion,” he once wrote to a young girl; “it is that of one’s Second 
Communion, and so on for the rest.” 

Out of his glowing love for the Eucharist grew a no less burning 
zeal for the salvation of souls. “I have often heard him say,” writes 
one who had known him for years, “that to save a soul he would go to 
the other end of the world, even if he knew that he should have to die 
there. In fact, if he could benefit a soul, nothing seemed to cost him 
anything, neither sickness, trouble, journeys, nor fatigue of any kind; 
nothing stopped him, if he thought he could soothe pain, console sor- 
row, or find an opportunity of making God a little more loved. 

A few months before his death he said: “I would fain communicate 
every hour of my life: there is no happiness like this.” He died a 
holy death after a long, fruitful career as a missionary priest, having 
sacrificed himself without reserve for the salvation of souls and the 
glorification of the Eucharist. 
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Unceasing Adoration at Mundelein, Illinois 





OW often do those converted to our holy Faith seem 
to appreciate the Real Presence more fully than those 
who have been blessed with the treasures of our holy 
religion from birth. Far from permitting “familiarity 
to breed contempt” or indifference, Catholics should 
be filled ever anew with deepest gratitude for the 
sublime gift of God’s love and mercy, the Holy 
Eucharist. It is to make a return of love for His 
measureless love for mankind that souls feel drawn 
to consecrate their very lives to the unceasing adora- 
tion of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

Such are the motives which animate the members of the Benedictine 
Communities of Clyde, Missouri and Mundelein, Illinois. Without 
intermission, some of these religious keep guard before the Most 
Blessed Sacrament by day and vigil by night. At Clyde, Missouri this 
vigil has been unbroken for over fifty years; at Mundelein, IIllinois, 
it has remained uninterrupted since June 7, 1928, the day on which 
the Most Blessed Sacrament was solemnly exposed in the small tem- 
porary chapel and the Perpetual Adoration inaugurated. Since 
October 2, 1932, this uninterrupted vigil of adoration has been kept 
in the new permanent Adoration Church, erected as a memorial of 
the International Eucharistic Congress held in Chicago in 1926. 

We invite all our readers to unite with us in thanking our dear 
Eucharistic Lord for the countless graces He has dispensed during 
these six years on all the benefactors of this adoration shrine, and on 
all who have come to kneel in this Eucharistic sanctuary. A consider- 
able sum is still needed to complete the Perpetual Adoration Church, 
and we pray the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, honored in a special 
manner during this month, to touch noble hearts to make a sacrifice 
for the continuation of His Eucharistic reign in the Perpetual Adora- 
tion Church at Mundelein. 





The following is a list of articles still open to donations: — 





Choir stalls Pews Stained glass windows for Main 

Sanctuary chairs Organ Church, Sorrowful Mother Chapel 
ae CME and Holy Thorn Chapel 

Paschal Candle p 1 Vv Furnit for & ful Mother 

Mosaic pictures Marble columns Chapel and Holy Thorn Chapel 


Any donation for this Eucharistic Shrine, large or small, will be 
most thankfully accepted by: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Solemn Novena in Honor of the Sacred Heart 
May 31st to June 8th 





N preparation for the Feast of the Sacred Heart, 
a solemn Public Novena will be offered in our 
Perpetual Adoration sanctuaries both at Clyde, 
Missouri and Mundelein, Illinois. This Novena 
will be combined with the celebration of Corpus 
Christi and its octave, which as adorers of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament the Benedictine Sisters 
observe with special solemnity. High Mass will 
be celebrated daily, the Divine Office sung, and 
Benediction given both in the morning and in 
the afternoon. The Novena will commence with a High Mass, 
followed by a solemn out-door procession and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament on May 3Ist, the Feast of Corpus Christi. 
The Litany of the Sacred Heart will daily be recited publicly by 
the entire community, and in addition, the official adorers will at 
each hour of the day and night repeat the invocations of the 
Litany as they kneel in the sanctuary at the feet of our Eucharistic 
Lord. 

You are invited to join with us in this solemn Novena, which 
we will offer first, for the reign of the Sacred Heart, and secondly, 
for the intentions of our friends and benefactors, as an expression 
of gratitude, especially for those who have assisted us with the 
Mundelein Adoration Church. You may send us a list of your 
intentions and petitions, which will be placed on the Altar of 
Exposition during the Novena, and hourly recommended to the 
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Sacred Heart enthroned there under the Eucharistic veils. If 
possible, unite with us by assisting at Holy Mass daily and re- 
ceiving Holy Communion; but if you cannot, at least recite the 
Litany of the Sacred Heart each day and receive Holy Commun- 
ion at the beginning and at the close of the Novena.* 

The Divine Heart of Jesus is the fountain of life and conso- 
lation, the secure refuge in all our trials and sorrows. Truly, all 
the blessings we can desire come most abundantly from Jesus, 
and every grace we receive is poured out upon us from no other 
source than His Sacred Heart. With the key of confidence we 
can unlock this sacred Treasure-house and be enriched with the 
priceless graces which our loving Redeemer so ardently longs to 
bestow upon us. 

May this novena be a time of special blessings for you, dear 
readers, and may the King of Love fulfill in your regard His 
gracious promise: I set no limits to My gifts of grace to those 
who seek them in My Divine Heart. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
Or: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Mundelein, Illinois 





* Those living in Chicago and vicinity will be pleased to know the schedule 
of the services at the Perpetual Adoration Church, Mundelein, Illinois (Daylight 
Saving time): — 

Opening of Novena— May 3ist, Feast of Corpus Christi, High Mass at 9:30 A.M. 
followed by out-door procession and Benediction; 

During Novena— High Mass, 6:30 A.M. followed by Benediction. 
Afternoon services: Litany of the Sacred Heart and Benediction 
4:10 P.M. 

Closing of Novena— Takes place June 8th with Litany of the Sacred Heart and 
Benediction at 4:10 P.M. 


How to reach the Perpetual Adoration Our Subscribers who may attend 


Church, Mundelein, Mlinois: the World’s Fair in Chicago this 
summer and who wish to visit our 


Perpetual Adoration Church at Mundelein, which is north of Chicago, will find the 
following information useful: The Chicago, North Shore and Milwaukee Railroad 
(North Shore Line) runs to Mundelein at convenient times. The depot is located 
in the heart of Chicago and the trains run direct to the Convent. A STOP has been 
arranged just opposite the Benedictine Convent at Mundelein, where all trains will 
receive and discharge passengers. This little Station is called ‘‘Perpetual Adoration 
Church’’ Stop. If this is made clear to the conductors, they will let you off in 
front of the Perpetual Adoration Church. You need then only cross the street and 
you are on the Benedictine Sisters’ grounds. No taxi is required. Those traveling 
by auto can take Route 21 from Milwaukee Ave. out of Chicago and will have no 
difficulty in finding the Perpetual Adoration Church, which is in full view on the 
right side of the highway after passing through the town of Libertyville. It is a 
distance of about 40 miles from the business district of Chicago. 

















A Little Apostle of the Sacred Heart 


ARJORIE dearly loved the Sacred Heart. Even as 
a tiny girl, her Grandma had told her how much 
the Sacred Heart loved little children, and Mar- 
jorie’s little heart wanted to give Him all its love 
in return. And now at school she learned many 
beautiful things about the Sacred Heart. In her 
room Marjorie had a pretty little statue of the 
Sacred Heart which she had received from her aunt as a First Com- 
munion gift. Every morning and evening she knelt down before it to 
say her prayers, and sometimes during the day she would slip away 
from her companions for a few minutes to pay just a little visit to 
her dear Sacred Heart. In summer time it was her delight to keep 
fresh flowers around the statue, and during the month of June she 
always gathered the prettiest roses she could find for her little altar. 

It was the Feast of the Sacred Heart, and there was a stir of 
excitement among the pupils of St. Mary’s school, for Father M. was 
to come that day to perform the ceremony of the Enthronement. The 
large oil painting at the end of the corridor had been placed on an 
altar decorated with garlands and bouquets of flowers, candles and 
vigil lights. The Sacred Heart seemed to smile down so lovingly 
from His beautiful throne. Promptly at ten o’clock the Father came 
and the children’s hearts beat with joyful expectation. After he had 
blessed the picture he spoke to them very touchingly about the love 
of the Sacred Heart. Then they all knelt down before the picture 
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and he prayed the Act of Consecration aloud, slowly and distinctly, 
the children repeating it after him, sentence by sentence. When the 
beautiful ceremony was over, the Father told them that the Sacred 
Heart was now the King of their school and that all the boys and 
girls should love and serve this King faithfully by being diligent in 
their studies, obedient to their teachers, and kind and loving to one 
another. Afterwards many of the children invited the Father to come 
and enthrone the Sacred Heart in their homes, for they said that they 
would be very happy to have Jesus as King of their family just as 
He was now King of their school. 

But Marjorie felt sad because she knew her parents would not 
permit the Sacred Heart to be enthroned in their home. It was to 
please Grandma that they sent Marjorie and her brothers to the 
Catholic school, but they themselves hardly ever went to church, and 
when anyone spoke about religion to them they always seemed dis- 
pleased and started to talk about something else. So Marjorie came 
to Father in tears and told him her troubles. “Perhaps they would 
let you have it in your own room?” the Father asked. “Oh, I think 
they might, Father. That would be lovely!” Marjorie exclaimed, dry- 
ing her tears. “I will decorate my little altar with candles and 
flowers, and will you come next Sunday to perform the ceremony?” 
The Father promised he would, but told her she must first tell her 
parents that she had invited him and that he had promised to come. 

On Sunday afternoon, the Father went to Marjorie’s home and 
received a hearty welcome from Grandma and the children, but the 
parents did not seem very glad to see him. They went up to Mar- 
jorie’s room with him, out of politeness, but would not come inside. 
Marjorie had invited her little brothers and sisters and some friends 
and they were seated on little chairs around the statue, while Grandma 
held the baby in her arms. The Father preached a short sermon, 
telling the children to be like flowers to take the place of the thorns 
which pierced our Savior’s head, and to pray for others, especially 
for those who do not pray. He then recited the first prayer and said 
that the second must be read by a member of the family. Marjorie 
asked her father to read it, but he motioned to her to do so. Before 
the Father left he blessed the children and gave them each a pretty 
holy card in remembrance of their consecration to the Sacred Heart. 
After this, Marjorie gathered her little brothers and sisters around the 
statue every evening and renewed the Act of Consecration. 

A few months later, Marjorie’s father fell ill. The moment of 
grace had come for which Marjorie had so long been praying. Her 
father asked for a priest, went to confession and received Holy Com- 
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munion. Then he called his family around him and begged their 
forgiveness for all the unkind words he had spoken and the bad 
example he had given them. He recalled the day when his little 
daughter had said to Jesus: “Come and live with us; I invite You in 
the name of my father.” Marjorie was kneeling beside him, weeping. 
He put his arm around her and said tenderly: “Do not cry, my darling; 
I owe everything to you. You have saved my soul.” 

The name of the holy priest who performed the Enthronement was 
Father Matheo. About twenty-five years ago, with the blessing of the 


Holy Father, Pope Pius X, he started to spread this holy and beautiful . 


devotion, and would you believe it, dear Little Lovers, it was with 
the help of a group of children that he commenced this great work, 
so dear to the Sacred Heart. They helped him by copying letters, 
sending out booklets and leaflets with their own spending money, and 
by offering prayers and sacrifices for the success of the work. 

You, too, dear Little Lovers, can win many souls to the Sacred 
Heart by your prayers, your Holy Communions and your sacrifices. 
If your love is deep and generous, Jesus will shower many blessings 
on you, on your dear ones, and on all for whom you pray. Ask 
your dear parents if you may have the Sacred Heart enthroned in 
your home. Tell them that this will draw down many blessings on 
your family and protect it from many dangers. You must try also 
to get others to love the Sacred Heart, and in this way you will be- 
come true little Apostles, preaching by your example, as well as by 
words, the gospel of love. 

VIRTUE FOR JUNE: For love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
practice some special act of devotion each day, such as making a visit 
to the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament, or 
praying an Our Father for the reign of the Sacred Heart, etc. On 
Fridays, offer up some little sacrifice, such as abstaining from sweets 
or giving up a favorite pastime. If you can, make a little Sacred 
Heart altar and keep fresh flowers on it during the month of June, 
and also say your morning and evening prayers before this altar. 


ASPIRATION: Sacred Heart of Jesus, Thy kingdom come! 





Contents — June, 1934 


The Devotion of the Nine First Fridays— Blessed the Home 
wherein Jesus Reigns — The Lance that Pierced the Sacred Heart — 
The Divine Heart, the Safeguard of Youth’s Greatest Treasure — The 
Source of a Mother’s Strength— A Remembrance of Mary Immacu- 
late — The Poor Souls Aid Their Benefactors — ‘“‘The Convert of the 
Eucharist” — Unceasing Adoration at. Mundelein, Illinois — Solemn 
Novena in Honor of the Sacred Heart — Little Lovers. 
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The Blessed Sacrament Library 


12 booklets, 75 cents 
Single copies as marked 





devotions — the “sun of all spiritual exercises,” as St. Francis 

de Sales aptly expresses it. Oh, if we but had a LIVELY 
FAITH in the real presence of our Lord upon our altars, how different 
would be our attitude toward all the occurrences of daily life. Rev. 
Father Lukas, of saintly memory, was wont to say: “Our greatest 
regret on our deathbed will be that we have not realized our great 
gift — God with us in the Blessed Sacrament!” This pleasing col- 
lection of booklets aims not only to instruct the reader on this great 
Mystery of our Faith, but above all to instil in his heart an ardent 
love for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, and to assist him in effecting 
that union of his heart and will with the Divine will which our 
Eucharistic Lord so ardently desires. 


God Himself Our In the Splendor of the 
Sacrifice Morning Sun 
Two popular and inspiring booklets on Holy Mass, which will instil a 
deeper appreciation for the Adorable Sacrifice and help the reader to 
assist with greater devotion and profit. 


[) eereton to the Blessed Sacrament is the HEART of all our 


Eucharistic Miracles The Holy Eucharist Our All 
God with Us The Bread of Life 


A series of booklets compiled by Rev. Father Lukas, O.S.B., containing 
many interesting, edifying and instructive articles on the Blessed 


Sacrament. 
(Above booklets 10¢ each) 


Jesus, Joy of My Heart Jesus Pleads for My Love 
Jesus Loves Me Jesus One with Me 


A very pleasing series, containing affectionate conversations with 
Jesus in the tabernacle. Helpful towards increasing fervor at Holy 
Communion, and in making visits to the Blessed Sacrament. 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 
The true doctrine of the Church regarding the frequent reception of 
Holy Communion, with encouraging examples and exhortations. 
My Daily Visit 
Contains seven short visits to our Eucharistic Lord, appropriate for 


each day of the week, together with a Mass devotion of indulgenced 


prayers. 
(Above booklets 5¢ each) 


Postage extra on all publications. 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Sacred Heart Library 


7 booklets, 50 cents 


~ 


under every trial are promised to those who are fervent ven- 

erators of the Sacred Heart. Though the month of June is 
dedicated in a special manner to the honor of the Sacred Heart, the 
loving Heart of our Savior deserves a share in our devotions throughout 
the year, and particularly on the first Friday of each month. 


Ge necessary for every state of life, in every need and 


Begin this month to show special honor to the Sacred Heart and 
you will soon experience the fulfillment of the wonderful promises 
made by our Lord to St. Margaret Mary. These booklets offer many 
helpful suggestions on how to practice this devotion and contain many 
beautiful reflections and prayers: — 


True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 


Treats of the love of God as manifested in the various mysteries 
of our Faith, and our means of returning His love. 10¢ 


Come, Let Us Adore 
The Sacred Heart of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament longs for 
our loving adoration. This booklet is composed entirely of 
beautiful prayers in honor of the Loving and Outraged Heart. 
Excellent for June devotions; also for Visits and First Friday 
devotions. 10¢ 


Enthronement of the Six Discourses on the 
Sacred Heart Enthronement 


Two booklets on the grace-giving devotion of the Enthronement 
of the Sacred Heart in the home, explaining how to perform the 
Enthronement and its marvelous benefits; the latter relates in- 
spiring incidents in the experience of Father Matheo, the apostle 
of the Enthronement. Each, 10¢ 


for Thee, O Heart of Jesus 


Booklet of prayers, containing Sacred Heart Mass, litanies, acts 
of consecration, novena and other beautiful prayers. 5¢ 


Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 


Explains the origin and object of these devotions, their beauty 
and value, and how to practice them. Also suitable reflections 
and prayers for each. 5¢ 


Message of the Sacred Heart 
A touching plea from the Sacred Heart for a return of love from 
His creatures. 3 booklets for 10¢ 


(Single copies as marked; postage extra.) 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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